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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Board of Public Utilities
44 South Clinton Avenue, 9 Floor
Post Office Box 350
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350
www.ni.gov/bpu/

ENERGY

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF SOUTH
JERSEY GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF A
MUNICIPAL CONSENT IN THE BOROUGH OF
RUNNEMEDE, CAMDEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

DECISION AND ORDER

L

DOCKET NO. GE14040362
Parties of Record:

Stacy A. Mitchell, Esq., Cozen O'Connor, P.C. on behaif of Petitioner, South Jersey Gas
Company
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, Division of Rate Counsel

BY THE BOARD:

South Jersey Gas Company (“SJG” or "Company’), a regulated utility subject to the jurisdiction
of the Board of Public Utilities ("Board”), is a corporation duly organized under the iaws of the
State of New Jersey engaged in the business of transmission and distribution of natural gas to
approximateiy 360,000 customers within its service territory.

SJG currently provides natural gas service within the Borough of Runnemede (“Berough”} to
approximately 2,672 residential, 286 commercial and four (4) industrial customers. The
Company’s consent to use the streets within the Borough for the provision of gas service
expired on October 7, 1897. On March 4, 2014, the Borough adopted Ordinance No. 14-04,
by which it renewed its consent and granted SJG continued permission to lay and construct its
pipes and mains and related appurtenances and facilities within the streets, alleys, squares and
public places within the Borough for a period of fifty {50) years. By letter dated March 12, 2014,
the Company accepted and agreed to the terms of the consent. Copies of the Ordinance and
the letter of acceptance are attached {o this Crder as Exhibits "A" and “B," respectively.

On April 15, 2014, pursuant to N.J.S.A, 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5, SJG filed a petition
requesting that this Board give its approval to the consent adopted by the Borough. As required

' The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the
Company initiates the renewal process prior fo the expiration of the previous term. This is primarily the
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfili the legal requirements that attend to all formal
actions it must take atong with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law. The
Board has been assured that pending review of its petition, SJG has continued to provide service to its
customers within the Borough in an uninterrupted manner.



by law and after notice, a hearing in this matter was heild on June 26, 2014, before William
Agee, Esq., the Board's duly appointed Hearing Examiner. Appearances were made on behalf
of the Company, the Division of Rate Counsel ("Rate Counsel’) and Board Staff. No other party
participated in the hearing or filed any written submission with the Board related to this
proceeding.

At hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and presented
the testimony of Joseph Schneider, its General Manager of System Engineering and Planning.
According to Mr. Schneider's testimony, SJG anticipates growth in its defined service territory to
be approximately one (1) percent annually for the next three (3) to five (5) years. According to
the Company, it has the capacity to ensure continuation of its natural gas service and dees not
foresee any concerns regarding its ability to meet the existing and future demands of the
Borough.

Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated August 11, 2014, indicated that it
does not object to the Company's petition, and noted that the term of the municipal consent
related to the use of streets is limifed to fifty (50) years. However, Rate Counsel requests that
approval of the petition include certain restrictions which are incorporated into this order.

Foltowing its receipt of Rate Counsel's comments, SJG filed correspondence with the Board on
August 12, 2014 indicating that it had no additional comments.

After a full review of the entire record, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the municipal consent for
use of the streets, which is the subject of this matier, is necessary and proper for the public
convenience and properly conserves the public interest, and that SJG has the ability to provide
safe, adequate and proper service. The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the
necessary experience, financial capability, capacity and facilities in the Borough to continue to
provide adequate and appropriate service to its existing customers as well as expected future
customers, and that the fifty (50} year duration of the municipal consent to use the streets is
consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14,
HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to SJG by the Borough for the cantinued use of its
public streets for a period of fifty (50) years for the provision of gas service in the Borough.

The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions:

1. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes
whatscever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter
to be owned by SJG.

2. This Order shall not effect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this

Board of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitaiization, depreciation, or
in any other matters affecting SJG.

3. In an appropriate subsequent proceeding, SJG shall have the burden of
demonstrating whether, and to what extent, any of the costs associated with this
petitioh shall be allocated to ratepayers.

4, The rates for service to the Company's customers in the Borough shall continue
to be those set out in the Company's current tariff approved by and on file with
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the Board. These rates shall remain in effect until otherwise approved by the
Board.

Approval of this municipal consent does not constitute Board approval of any
costs or expenses associated with this petition. Any determination as to the
appropriateness or reasonableness of the costs and expenses related to the
franchise, including but not limited to, cost of construction, contributions in aid of
construction, depreciation on contributed plant, the cost of connection, or any
related capital improvements, and the allocation of such costs and expenses,
shall be made in an appropriate subsequent proceeding.

The term of the municipal consent as to the right to provide service is not limited
by this Order and shall be effective as previously granted by the Borough.

This Order shall be effective as of October 10, 2014.

DATED: & / 30 / /¥ BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

BY:

.
DIANNE SOLOMON
PRESIDENT
O/L/ /77/2'\,&‘__
SEPH L. Ff(JRDAuso
OMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER

ATTEST: M
KRISTI ZZO EE

SECRETARY

{HEREBY CERTIFY that tha within
oGHTEAY 3 i trise copy of the originel
mmmammam

Utifitias

L]

3 BPU DOCKET NO. GE14040362



IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL
OF A MUNICIPAL CONSENT IN THE BOROUGH OF RUNNEMEDE, CAMDEN COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY - DOCKET NO. GE14040362

South Jersey Gas Company:

Stacy A. Mitchell, Esqg.

Cozen O'Connor, P.C

457 Haddonfield Road, Suite 300
Post Office Box 5459

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
smitchell{@cozen com

John F. Stanziola

Director, Regulatory Affairs
South Jersey Gas Company
One South Jersey Plaza
Route 54

Folsom, NJ 08037
istanziola@siindustries.com

Gina Merritt-Epps, Esq.
South Jersey Gas Company
One South Jersey Plaza
Route 54

Folsom, NJ 08037
gmesriit@sjindustries.com

Abbey Greenberg

Public Affairs Specialist —
Government and Regulatory Affairs
South Jersey Gas Company

One South Jersey Plaza

Route 54

Folsom, NJ 08037
agreenberg@sindustries.com

Babette Tenzer, DAG

Division of Law

124 Halsey Street

Post Office Box 45029

Newark, NJ 07101-45029
habette lenzer@dol Ips.state nj_us

SERVICE LIST

Board of Public Utilities:

Board of Public Utilities

Division of Energy

44 South Clinton Avenue, 8" Floor
Post Office Box 350

Trenton, NJ 08625-0350

Jerome May, Director
|erome. may@bpu.state np.us

John Masiello
john.masiello@bpu.state.nj.us

Megan Lupo, Esq.
megan. lupo@bpu.state.nj.us

Rate Counsetl:

Division of Rate Counsel

140 East Front Street, 4" Floor
Post Office Box 003

Trenton, NJ 08625-0003

Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director
shrand@rpa.state.nL us

Felicia Thomas-Friel, Esq.
fthomas@rpa.state nj.us

Brian Lipman, Litigation Manager
plipmangrpa. state nj.us

Henry Ogden, Esq.
hogden{@rpa.state.nj us
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Exhibit A
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ORDINANCE #1444

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING RENEWED CONSENT AND
PERMISSION TO SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY TD USE THE
PUBLIC STREETS TO FURMISH GAS FOR LIGHT, HEAT AND
POWER IN THE DOROUGH QF RUTNEMEDE

WHERBEAS, South lersey Gza Commpany, # corporation of the State of Now Jeney,
provides gatuzal gan service to ke Borough of Hurnorods parcanyt b B musiclpal consont
first granted to Seyth Jerscy Gas Compeny o thet certain Ordicanee #93 pancd oa [ O747, 2nd

WHEREAS, Scuth Jerey Gas Company naw secka, pursuant to NI 8.4 333415, the
consent of the Borrugh of Hunrcmede fo ronew Section 2 of Onlintnce #91 sppiicable o the
use of the streets in the Barough of Runnemede by adopilng the fotlowing Cedinemec;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT OBDAINED by Mayar & Ceeneil of the Boreugh of
Runsicrseds, County of Camden 2nd State of New Jersey 15 follows:

Segtion 1, {Tat exclumive congent and permixiion {1 berchy renewed and granted to Svuth Jeisey
Gas Campany 1o lay am conetruct s pipes and maing and related sppuricagnces and feclities
within the steeets, ailey), squarcs avd poblic plecos within the Borough of Runhemede in the
murner prescobed by NLSA. 15,921, and rubect to rrasonable regulstions trposed by
Ciinanes or rescluthon with respect o the epening of streety and public places, subject o
approval of such conssal and pennistionby e Board of Public Udlitkes,

Section 2, Mhis consent 12 granred for the entew prographical rea of the Borauyb of Ruanemede
and oxtemd to the boundarics of the Boreaph of Runnseroeds aod shail rermain i effect for a
period of fifty (30) yoart fom & daie of final adoption of this Ordinante,

Section 3. if any section, subnection, sentence, Wlmuge of phrase of this Ordipance is for ooy
reason beid by any Court of conmpetent jurisdiction to be stcticns! or tevalid, wek
decision shall cot affect the remaiiang portlom of this Grdinance.

Section 4 This Ordineres shal) take effect immedinely vpan posting, publication, fioal paisage
in the tnner prescribed by law, and acczptanic by South Jersey Qas Campany.

BORQEGCH OF RUNNEMEDE

/r P
/ N,
; .
S fF i i s 7Y uﬁ”u__._ -
.’a,}éu Pif;; , Beroagh Cler ertky Kabvactis, Mayor

NOTICE

The above ondirance was wueduced and pasied o Cnt resditg ol 2 meereg of the Borough
Courci of tha Borough of Ruenerrede Meld on e 4® Juy ef Frbruesy, 2314 &nd will ba aken ap for Gnet

connderatica el pektage o ¢ mesting of tha-Bapsugh Councd of sl Bescugh of Rutneaede 24 H
Blazk l{ome e, Rusnemeds, Ngw .‘cnﬂ on tha & of MArCEN 2014, 8t which tomie end pizca all

petrony interertnd watt be “eesd L‘

Upen bt Reading

CIGALPTTNRRL
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CERTIFICATION

I HERERY CERTIFY that the fozeoing in # true and correct copy of aa ordinsncp, adopled by
thz Borwgh Codnaal of the Boremgh of Runsczede oty rnct;n eld on tFe ;""P dey of

Sarch, 2304

. Fraed mfug K &ﬁ;ﬂmhwﬂl-&
e ’ ey 1( = iugg_[__}_:g_u LTI L T Atmsi
P B | o :
! I
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! 1

Mot
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Exhibit B
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South Jersey Gas

Worrre weont st corene ot

Gina Merrl-Epps, Esq.
Qffico of General Coungal and Corporale Secretary
Gererdd Cruased anzd Coperate Secmiaty

March 12,2014

Joyee Pinta, Borough Clerk
Borough of Runnemeds

24 Nonk Black Horse Pike
Kunnemede, NI 080TS

Koo Acceplanee of Ondinance No. 14-04 Gronting Municipal Consent (o South Jersey Gay
Company to Furnish Gas for Light, Heat and Power

[RECHIS T TN

am writing an behalf of South Jersey Gas Company ("SIG"Y 1o advise that we received
a lully exeauted vopy of Ordinance No. 14-04 (copy atteched) granting municipal consent for
SJG 0 proside pas wmd Tay its madas and pipes i the Borough of Runnemede.  Pursuant to the
reyuirements of WS A 48310, SHO herehy aveepts Ordininee No. 1404, a5 passzd

Very lruly yours,

pmering@siindusteies.com

fnclosure

e John Sumziola, Director, Regulittory Aftairs
Sherri Vasy, Supervisor, Revenue Anatyst Pernils
Abhey Greenberg, Public Alfuirs Specialist
Sty AL Mitchell, Esy.

| cuth Jersey Plaza, Fosom, Haw Jersey 08037  wvw sindusiies com
Te! GU-551-8000 ¢ Fax 0007671012 + TDD Oniy 1.800-547-0185
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